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In the fall and winter of 2006, the Iowa Department of Education Student Teacher 
Evaluation Review Committee (IDESTE Review Committee) worked on revisions to the 
elementary version of the IDESTE, to expand the content knowledge section of this 
instrument.  This was done to comply with US Dept. of Education requests. 
 
During the revision process, the committee created a new vision of the state testing 
program, which holds true to our desire for multiple means of assessment, rather than a 
single, high-stakes test, to determine recommendation for licensure.  Part of this new 
vision proposes that elementary teacher candidates will be assessed during their methods 
coursework by methods instructors, and again during their student teaching placement, 
using the content knowledge portion of the revised IDESTE.   
 
The new assessment instrument currently being piloted is called “Performance Indicators 
of Content Knowledge,” or PICK.  The PICK is intended to assess each education 
student’s level of content knowledge in the areas of literacy, science, social studies, and 
mathematics.  The criteria within each PICK content form, reviewed by the IDESTE 
Committee and improved upon by focus meetings held around the state, is based on a 
review of state and national standards for each content area.   This spring, the IDESTE 
Review Committee has asked a number of methods instructors at various Iowa 
Universities and Colleges to pilot this assessment instrument; and during the summer, 
statistical analyses will be run on the results to determine whether the measure compares 
favorably with other standardized measurements, and measures what it is intended to 
measure.  Once this pilot is completed, the committee will use the results to refine the 
PICK and the assessment process. 
 
Following the completion of college coursework and during the teacher candidate’s 
student teaching placement, a slightly different version of the PICK is proposed. This  
form (called PICK-A), asks university supervisors and cooperating teachers to 
collaborate to complete that assessment.  Using the same statements which reflect the 
same content standards, the PICK-A will instead be geared toward determining whether 
the teacher candidate can apply his/her content knowledge to the act of teaching in a 
classroom environment. The IDESTE Committee plans to begin a pilot of the PICK-A 
during the fall, asking cooperating teachers and university supervisors to pilot this second 
assessment form.   
 
It is the hope of the IDESTE Review Committee that both the PICK and PICK-A will 
serve well together as two components of a multiple assessment approach in which 
colleges and universities will be able to evaluate accurately and recommend highly 
qualified teacher candidates for licensure.   


